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On that day, Sakuta Azusagawa went to Ueno in Tokyo. 

It was a cold day that marked the end of Spring break. 

Even though it was a weekday, Ueno Park was filled with people enjoying a stroll 
beneath the sakura trees. There was an elderly couple in their fifties with their dog, a 
romantic couple that looked to be in university, and a family with their son. 

The small boy suddenly took off running, as the father chased after him calling out his 
name. The elderly couple stopped to admire the falling sakura petals. 

It was a charming and peaceful scene, and compared to the hustle and bustle of the train 
station, time seemed to move slower within the park. 

Sakuta took in the delightful atmosphere. 

"Hurry up, Onii-chan," said Kaede, walking ahead of him. 

"There's no need to rush, the Pandas won't run away," Sakuta replied. 

If that actually happened it would be a big problem and probably the headline of the day. 

"Mai-san might already be there." 

"I guess we'd better hurry then." 

The clock in the park, adorned with numerous direction signs, showed it was only two 
minutes before their 1 PM meeting time. 

Quickening their pace, Sakuta and Kaede passed through the spacious main street. Their 
destination, the zoo, was already in sight ahead, and as they approached, Sakuta could 
make out the shape of the entrance gate. Just to the side, were short lines of people 
queued at the ticket booths. 

As Sakuta was thinking about which line to join, a voice called out to them. 

"Oh, they're here. Kaede-chan!" said the familiar voice. "Over here!" 

A blond-haired girl in a prestigious looking high school uniform waved at them from 
next to the ticket booth. It was Nodoka. 


Page 2 


Mai was also there and was wearing her incognito outfit. She had on fashion glasses and 
a newsboy-cap pulled low on her face. With a subtle wave, she approached Sakuta and 
Kaede while Nodoka hurried ahead to welcome them. 

"Why are you here?" Sakuta had expected Mai to be here, but no one mentioned that 
Nodoka would be joining. 

"Today is just my school's opening ceremony, so my afternoon was free." 

Sakuta now saw the reason for Nodoka's school uniform. 

"Here's your ticket, Sakuta." 

Nodoka thrust a ticket toward Sakuta. 

"Are you treating?" 

"My sister is. Kaede-chan still has her annual pass, right?" 

"Y=yess 

From a small bag slung over her shoulder, Kaede took out her annual pass and showed it 
to Nodoka. 

"Great, then let's go meet the pandas!" Taking the lead, Nodoka pulled Kaede toward the 
entrance gate. 

Although she was quite nervous, Kaede presented her annual pass to the attendant at the 
entrance. 

The attendant smiled. "Of course, please proceed inside." 

Kaede politely nodded and then, with a slightly nervous expression, entered the 
long-anticipated zoo. 

"Shall we follow?" Asked Mai. 

"Yeah," said Sakuta. 

Mai and Sakuta handed their tickets to the attendant at the gate. 

"It's been awhile since I've been to the zoo." 

"Are there any animals you want to see?" 

"When I came here a long time ago, there was an area where you could pet and cuddle 
the rabbits. I wonder if it's still here?" 

"If only I could turn into a rabbit and be cuddled by you." 

Enjoying their usual banter, Sakuta and Mai entered the zoo. 
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"Even though it's a weekday it's pretty crowded," Nodoka remarked casually. 

"Yeah," nodded Mai. 

Indeed, there were a lot of people in the park. Families and young couples filled every 
corner of Sakuta's sight. The foot traffic was busier than when he had last visited a few 
months earlier. Back then, it had just been an ordinary weekday, not during spring break, 
so the park was nearly deserted. 

However, it wasn't so crowded today that one couldn't move freely. Still, Kaede seemed 
concerned about being noticed, and was hiding behind Sakuta. 

"Kaede, you stand out even more doing that." 

"I... But..." Kaede glanced around timidly. 

"Everyone's here to see the animals, they aren't looking at the humans." 

"T know that, I just..." 

"And if there was a human to look at, it would definitely be Mai-san, right?" 

Sakuta looked at Mai as she walked ahead alongside Nodoka. Her beautiful black hair 
cascaded out from beneath her hat. Even in the simple act of walking, her flawless 
posture and regal elegance had a captivating allure. 

Kaede frowned and looked at Mai. 

Then after a moment of introspection, "Yeah, you're probably right," she said, stepping 
out from Sakuta's shadow. 

Kaede looked at the scenery of the zoo once more. Her face began to emanate an 
uncontainable joy, and a heartfelt smile spread across her face as she finally embraced her 
presence at the zoo. 

Then, she remarked, "It smells like animals." 

Hearing that, an old memory of Kaede's words echoed in Sakuta's mind. 

It smells like Nasuno when she needs a bath! 

Her excitement... 
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Her sparkling eyes... 

Kaede, too, had embodied that same joy of being at the zoo with her every gesture. 

She was just over there. Exactly in that spot, right next to Sakuta. 

"Onii-chan?" Kaede looked back at Sakuta from three steps ahead. He had suddenly 
stopped moving, so she gave him a puzzled look. 

"Look, the panda's should be over there," he responded to Kaede, and pointed at a 
building just outside the entrance. The words "Giant Pandas" were visible alongside a 
drawing of black-and-white panda. 

"Kaede-chan, let's go!" grabbing Kaede's arm, Nodoka took off running. 

"Woah, ah," said Kaede in surprise as she was pulled along. 

Sakuta watched from behind as the two of them ran off. Then, a sudden jolt of pain shot 
from Sakuta's butt. 

"Ah!" 

Mai had pinched his butt. 

"Mai-san, why?" 

"Well? Feeling better now?" 

"Was I not?" 

"You looked lost in thought." 

"I should have known. Your eyes can't get enough of me." 

"If you're able to joke around you must be fine, huh?" 

"You touching my ass has perked me right up." 

"Great, then I'm going to go see the pandas." 

Ending the conversation Mai walked briskly in the direction of the panda building. 

"I'm coming, I'm coming," said Sakuta, chasing after Mai. "I hope the pandas are 
awake," he said, having caught up to her. 

"It's fine because they're cute even when they're sleeping.’ 

"Everyone always takes it easy on the pandas, huh?" 

With that, Sakuta entered the panda building. 


' 


"The panda, is eating..." 

"He's eating alright." 

About three meters away, separated by a railing and a sheet of glass, sat a giant panda 
eating bamboo with single-minded devotion. 

The panda was plopped magnificently on the ground with his legs sprawled out as he 
ate. First, he munched on the leaves of the bamboo, filling his cheeks. Next, he chomped 
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on each and every branch. Then finally, he devoured the whole bamboo stalk as if it were 
a giant Pocky stick. 

After eating the whole thing, the panda reached over and grabbed another. Dexterously, 
he repeated the process: he ate the leaves, the branches, and the stalk leaving nothing to 
waste. 

Five minutes passed and the eating ritual continued. Since the panda had already been 
sitting and eating when they had entered, it seemed to Sakuta that the panda had probably 
been doing the same thing long before their arrival. 

"All he does is eat," said Kaede, as she stared at the gorging panda. 

"He sure does," said Sakuta. 

"He won't look over this way," complained Nodoka. She was holding her phone out in a 
futile attempt to get a shot of the panda facing the camera. However, the panda ignored 
her and remained fixated on eating bamboo. 

"No interest in us, huh?" 

The panda truly had no concern for the many onlookers. It was as if they were invisible. 

"Pandas are amazing," said Kaede, in awe of the panda's unperturbed behavior. 

"Kaede, over here," said Mai. 

As Kaede turned to face her, Mai snapped a picture with her smartphone. 

Then, a surprised voice escaped from Mai, "Ah." 

"What is it, sis?" 

"The panda was looking this way!" 

"What!? No way!?" 

Nodoka swung her head toward the panda, but it was the same scene as before. The 
panda was again turned away, only interested in the bamboo. 

"Look, here," said Mai, offering her photo as proof. 

In the photo was Kaede and the bamboo eating panda who had turned his head to face 
the camera. 

"Awww, sooo lucky!" Nodoka's envy came from the bottom of her heart. 

Kaede was unable to contain her happiness, "Pandas are so cute!" 

"That's a great photo, Kaede." 

"Yeah." 

"I'll email you the photo, Kaede-chan." 

"Oh, ok. Thanks, Mai-san." 

"Don't mention it." 

Then, "Wow, a panda!" exclaimed a little girl who had just arrived along with her 
parents and several other families. 

"It looks like it's about to get crowded in here, we should probably get going." 
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"Yeah, that's probably a good idea." 

They had already seen the pandas enough, and if more people came, someone might 
notice that "Mai Sakurajima" was here. If that happened it would probably be much 
harder for them to see the other exhibits. 

As they started to leave, Nodoka was giving it one last shot with the pandas. "Look over 
here Mr. Panda!" she implored while holding out her smart phone. 

"Nodoka, we're leaving you." 

"Ah! Wait, sis!" 


Page 7 


3 


"Kaede-chan, we are definitely coming again." 

"Y-yeah." 

"We've only seen the pandas," said Sakuta. Nodoka's words made it seem as if they were 
about to leave. 

"They didn't even look at me! I have to get revenge." Nodoka was fired up for a reason 
known only to her. 

As they left the panda habitat, the group followed the walking path. 

First they stopped at a habitat for the pheasants, and next the otters. Then, after looking 
at the owls and the hawks, they proceeded through a thick maze of trees, which made 
Sakuta wonder what animals awaited them on the other side. It was an exciting setup. 

"I wonder what could be here?" asked Mai. 

"It says, 'Tapirs'," responded Kaede after reading the sign. 

"Where? Where?" said Nodoka. 

Looking into the enclosure, they saw a thin-faced four-legged animal with ashy-brown 
fur sauntering around a small pond. The tapir's face had a calm expression, or rather, a 
somewhat sleepy one. 

"It kinda looks like Sakuta," said Nodoka. 

"You think so?" 

"Yeah, it has a kinda sleepy face." 

"Nah, I'm much more sleepy looking," said Sakuta, as he looked toward Kaede for 
agreement. 

She shot back an exasperated look. "What are you trying to compete with?" 

"I wonder what's over there?" said Mai. 

Leaving Sakuta alone with the tapir, Mai, Kaede, and Nodoka headed toward the next 
area. Sakuta soon followed them, reluctantly leaving behind the tapir with which he had 
formed a kind of kinship. 
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The tigers were waiting for them in the next area--Sumatran tigers. The tiger swaggered 
around the enclosure with a confident air. 

"It looks a lot like Nodoka, huh?" said Sakuta. 

"How?" 

"The color." The yellow color of the fur matched perfectly, he thought. "See? it's coming 
this way because it thinks you’re one of them." 

The tiger's powerful presence was intense up close. It was nothing like Sakuta's cat, 
Nasuno. 

"It probably just wants to eat you, Sakuta." 

"Yeah, I'm probably exceptionally tasty." 

"No way, you'd definitely taste horrible." 

Then, in the middle of their exchange, Nodoka seemed to remember something. "Oh, 
that's right!" she said, smacking her fist into the palm of her hand. "I wanted to see that." 
Ignoring Sakuta, she turned toward Mai and Kaede. 

"Nodoka, we don't understand what you mean by that." Mai was pointing out the 
obvious. 

"That! The thing! The what's-its-name!" She shook with frustration, unable to recall. 
"You know? The um... uh..." 

"Oh, the gorillas? They're just over there." Sakuta had remembered seeing the gorillas 
just after the tigers last time he came. 

"Why the hell would I forget what a gorilla is!?" 

"Well, what then?" 

"It's that... that bird that never moves!" 

"Oh, the shoebill," said Mai. 

"Yeah! That's it! The shoebeak, or whatever!" 

It seemed Nodoka still couldn't remember the proper name. 

Mai took out her smartphone and checked the park map. "It looks like they are at 
Shinobazu pond." 

At the moment, they were in the zoo's east area, and Shinobazu pond was in the west 
area. They would have to cross the east-to-west bridge that connected the two areas. 

"Come to think of it, the red pandas are on that side as well," muttered Sakuta. 

Kaede, who had been quietly listening up to this point, looked at Sakuta. Her eyes 
silently said, "I want to see the red pandas." 

"Alright then, should we see some other animals while we head toward Shinobazu 
pond?" 

Nodoka raised her arm at Mai's proposal and shouted, "Let's do it!" 

Kaede flashed a content smile and gave an emphatic nod. 
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The bird, supposedly famous for its stillness, was surprisingly active that day. 

It took long silent strides, slowly lifting each long leg. 

"The shoebeaky, is walking..." 

The shoebill continued its long slow steps. 

"It's walking alright." 

It moved with silent steps, as if in slow motion. 

"It is certainly walking." 

It brought each trailing leg forward, slowly, silently, stealthily. It repeated the process 
two times, then three times... It was certainly walking. 

"But... it's sooo slow." 

The shoebill took a short break, putting both feet on the ground. Then as it stood, it 
moved its head and large beak side to side, never quite coming to a complete stop. 

The animals so far had all been energetic, but the shoebill seemed to be an exception. 

"Hey, it's walking," said the college-age couple next to them while filming a video. 

The shoebill was indeed oddly active that day, as it continued to silently strut around. 
Perhaps it had realized it wasn't getting enough exercise and decided to make a change. 
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The next area they visited was the Africa habitat. 

The first animal they saw was an okapi. It was a peculiar animal with the face of a 
giraffe, a chestnut colored torso, and a rear that looked like a zebra. With respect to the 
size, it was slightly smaller than a horse. 

"This is the first time I've seen an okapi," remarked Nodoka. She snapped photos of the 
strange looking okapi while it ate, drank and lounged around the habitat. It was a docile 
animal. 

Beside them were some walking giraffes, and Sakuta's eyes naturally traced the curve of 
their long necks up to their heads. There was a striking resemblance between the face of 
the giraffe and the okapi. 

Indeed, the exhibit sign explained that the giraffe and the okapi were related. 

As they ventured further in, they came across a rhinoceros thumping the earth with its 
thick legs. The texture of its skin looked like armor, and a magnificent horn protruded 
from its head. It had a dinosaur like silhouette, but ambled calmly and peacefully like the 
other animals in their enclosures. 

It was the same story with the hippopotamus they saw next. The hippo opened a mouth 
at least a hundred times larger than Sakuta's, and let out a massive yawn. There seemed to 
be a lot of sleepy animals at the zoo. 

Sakuta and the others spent about half an hour as they strolled around looking at the 
different animals. 

"Looks like the red pandas are next," said Sakuta. The sign he had read indicated they 
were waiting just ahead. 


After walking a while they came upon an area covered in green foliage. If one wasn't 
paying attention it would have been easy to overlook the red pandas. 

As the four of them peered into the enclosure, Kaede exclaimed, "Ah, over there," 
pointing to a tree. 
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There, amidst the foliage, was a red panda happily munching on bamboo. It had brown 
fur, a striped tail, and an adorable face. 

"They eat bamboo," mumbled Kaede, somewhat surprised. 

Mai pointed toward the base of the tree. "There's another one in the shadow of the tree." 

"Oh, you're right." Nodoka held up her phone. 

The other red panda adroitly took an orange vegetable and brought it to its mouth. 

"I guess they eat carrots too," said Sakuta. 

"Yeah, that's a Jot of carrots." Kaede's eyes jumped back and forth between the two red 
pandas. "They're much smaller, aren't they?" 

"They're also called lesser pandas," replied Sakuta. 

His response had slipped out unconsciously and without thought. Yet, as his words hung 
in the air, an unexpected distress gripped his heart. 

Sakuta recognized it immediately—an unforgettable memory. 

It was the very same exchange that Sakuta had shared with Kaede. It was right here, in 
this very spot, where they had once stood together watching the red pandas. 

Sakuta, red pandas! They're so small! 
They're also called 'lesser' pandas. 

Just like the Kaede now, Kaede before her had leaned forward to peer into the enclosure. 
She was intent on catching every moment of the red pandas. 

She had so much happiness... so much excitement... so much joy. 

"They may be smaller, but the red pandas are just as cute. It looks like they're smiling." 

"Yeah." Sakuta agreed with Kaede as he watched the red pandas with a soft gaze. They 
really did have a charming face. The red panda continued to happily gnaw on a carrot, 
just like it had on that day. 

"Hey, I think they have panda souvenirs over there. Let's check it out." Nodoka, losing 
interest in taking photos, gestured at a nearby gift shop. 

"We came all this way, shouldn't we get something to remember it by?" remarked 
Sakuta. 

Kaede nodded timidly, "Yeah, I'd like a souvenir." 

"Let's go, Kaede-chan!" Nodoka pushed Kaede from behind, steering her toward the gift 
shop. 

Sakuta watched the pair head toward the gift shop, but then, he felt a concerned look 
coming from Mai. 

"Are you coming, Mai-san?" 

"Of course, I'm coming." Mai proceeded forward and Sakuta followed. 

As they walked side by side, Sakuta had a hunch of what she was worried about. She 
was probably concerned about Sakuta, who had been troubled by his memories of Kaede. 
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The gift shop was overflowing with panda merchandise. Plushies, calendars, notebooks, 
pens... Pandas to the left. Pandas to the right. Pandas, pandas and more pandas. Of 
course, it was all the black and white giant pandas. 

It was too much. 

There did happen to be a few things for the red pandas, and some of the other animals. 
The shoebill in particular seemed to have a cult following. A notebook clip, modeled 
after the bird that "never moves," caught Sakuta's eye. 

"There's so much, I don't know what to get..." Kaede scanned the store with a troubled 
face. 

There's no way they could even bring it all home. If they did, their apartment would be 
overrun with pandas and frighten their cat, Nasuno. 

"Kaede, didn't you say you wanted a new mug the other day?" Sakuta spotted a panda 
mug among a collection of other animal-themed mugs. 

"Oh, how cute." With a smile on her face, Kaede eagerly took the mug from the shelf. 

"In that case, should I get the bunny mug?" Mai took a bunny mug from the shelf. 

"Wait, I should get something too." Nodoka went down the lineup of mugs, pondering 
which one to choose. 

"Toyohama, this one's for you." Sakuta handed Nodoka a mug featuring a lion with a 
magnificent golden mane. 

"That's a boy!" 

"It's fine. It fits you." 

"Well... I guess it's fine because it's cute." Nodoka placed the lion mug in the shopping 
basket. To Sakuta's surprise, she seemed to like it. 

"How about you, Onii-chan?" 

"I wonder which one matches Sakuta," said Mai. It seemed it was his turn. 

"Definitely this one." Nodoka took a tanuki mug from the shelf. The tanuki had a 
somewhat sleepy and vacant expression. 
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"Oh that's good," agreed Mai. 

Kaede nodded in support. 

"Then it's decided." Nodoka placed the tanuki mug in the shopping basket. "Here you 
go," she said, handing the basket to Sakuta. She expected him to pay. 

"Ok, but you're paying me back for your cup." 

"Wait, why just me?" 

Sakuta gave his reason while heading toward the register. "Kaede is my younger sister, 
Mai is my girlfriend, but you aren't anything, right?" 


After completing his purchase, Sakuta left the now deserted gift shop. About ten meters 
away, he caught sight of Mai who was standing beneath the tracks of the zoo's 
east-to-west monorail. 

Sakuta headed toward her. "Where's Kaede and Toyohama?" 

"Over there." 

Mai cast a glance toward a fast-food-looking building offering drinks and snacks. Kaede 
and Nodoka stood in front of the restaurant's menu sign discussing something. 

"They said they wanted panda dango." 

"What does dango have to do with pandas?" 

"Apparently, the dango is the human version of what they give the pandas." 

Sakuta didn't know they were feeding the pandas dango. He had no idea they even 
enjoyed desserts, and found himself pondering how it might taste. 

"I wonder if it's bamboo flavored." Sakuta took a seat on a nearby bench. 

"Hmm, maybe it is," replied Mai, as she joined him on the bench. 

It was about 3 PM, the perfect time for a snack. 

The other park visitors seemed weary from walking around. Another couple was resting 
not far from them, finding their own moment of reprieve. Beside them, a worn-out child 
was sleeping on her mother's lap. The atmosphere was peaceful, and time seemed to drift 
by effortlessly. 

"How are you feeling, Sakuta?" Mai's question came without pretext, and her gaze did 
not turn to Sakuta, but remained on the mother and sleeping child across from them. 

"Pretty tired from all that walking. If only I could rest my head on someone's lap." 

"That's not what I mean." 

"What do you mean then?" 

Then at last, Mai turned directly toward Sakuta. As she looked at him, there was an 
sincerity reflected in her eyes, and Sakuta sensed her real intention. 

"Wasn't this where you came on your last day with Kaede-chan?" 
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Mai's question was direct, and Sakuta looked away from her. He didn't look at the 
ground, or cast his eyes to the sky, but instead rested his gaze on the calm flow of the 
people around the park. 

Today's visit to the zoo would probably become a cherished memory for everyone he 
saw. Whether it be memories of seeing the animals, memories of their tired feet, or 
memories of a first date. In one form or another, it was bound to be a day that would 
remain in each person's heart. 

And it was exactly that for Sakuta. The day he had come with Kaede was exactly that. 

"To be honest, I thought it would be tough before we came here." 

"Because it would be a strong reminder of things." 

Kaede's absence weighed heavily on him, and he feared facing it would be difficult. 
That's why he had been somewhat guarded. 

"But I was wrong." 

"\....."" Mai didn't reply, and only waiting for Sakuta to continue. 

"It's true that I was reminded of things." 

"Mhm." 

"Like remembering how happy Kaede was when seeing the pandas..." 


"Being able to remember all of that, and how close I felt with Kaede... I'm truly grateful 
for that." Sakuta spoke only his true feelings at that moment. "Before coming here, I 
couldn't imagine thinking that way." 

"I see." Mai received Sakuta's words with a gentle voice, neither affirming nor denying 
them. She respected his feelings, and offered a gentle smile as her proof. 

"That's why... well... I should come here from time to time. To see the pandas and 
remember Kaede." 

Visiting here brought back so many memories of her, and it reassured Sakuta that those 
cherished days with Kaede would not simply be forgotten. 

"I suppose we should also get you an annual pass then, right?" Mai followed her words 
with a kind smile. 

Then, at that moment, Nodoka arrived with a yellowish dango in hand. "What's going 
on? What are you talking about?" 
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Kaede was with her, holding a drink. Perhaps sensing something in the atmosphere 
between Sakuta and Mai, both of them wore a puzzled expression. 

"We were just discussing what flavor the panda’s dango might be." Mai smoothly 
deflected. 

Neither Nodoka nor Kaede seemed to have doubts, and now they were more curious 
about the taste of panda dango. 

"Well then, let's dig in on three!" They each took a piece of dango. 

"Ready, set, go!" 

All four of them took a bite. 

In any case, it wasn't bamboo flavored. 
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After taking a short break to eat the dango, the group made their way to the petting zoo 
area with the smaller animals. 

Unfortunately, the interactive area was closed for the day and they could only observe 
the rabbits and guinea pigs from the other side of the fence. 

"The bunnies are so cute." 

The rabbits, with their twitching noses, had all gathered at one corner of the fence. 

"Huh, guinea pigs are surprisingly large," Nodoka expressed her surprise while she 
watched the guinea pigs. "I thought they were palm-sized," she added. 

If they were palm-sized, it would definitely require both palms, but even with both 
palms, the guinea pig probably wouldn't fit. 

As they chatted, an announcement indicating the park's closure began to play. 

"Aw man, closing already!? We have to come again, Kaede-chan!" Nodoka looked at 
Kaede. This time, Nodoka had expressed her intent to return at a more appropriate 
moment. 

"Yeah," replied Kaede with a smile. 


On the way home, they splurged on the green car. Kaede was tired from the unfamiliar 
outing, and with the celebrity "Mai Sakurajima" in their group, it was best to avoid 
crowded cars. 

Sakuta and Kaede sat next to each other, while Mai and Nodoka sat in the row in front 
of them. 

It was Kaede's first time riding in the green car, so she felt a bit nervous. However, once 
the train began to move, she focused her attention on the outside scenery visible from 
second floor windows which arched up to the train's ceiling. 

The train departed from Ueno Station, passing through the now darkened evening 
cityscape. Their destination was Fujisawa Station, a route that felt both long and short, 
lasting about fifty minutes. 
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They sat in silence for most of the trip, but as they passed Tokyo Station, Kaede spoke 
up in a small voice. 

"Onii-chan." 

Sakuta turned toward her. "What's up?" 

"Thank you, for today." Kaede lowered her gaze. 

"I'm glad we got to see the pandas." 

Kaede lifted her face, her expression suddenly brighter. "Yeah, it was really great." 

"Did you enjoy the zoo?" 

"Yeah." Kaede nodded, then a bit embarrassed, she glanced away. 

"Mai-san and Toyohama took a lot of pictures for us too." 

"I can't wait to look through them." Kaede's smile confirmed her words. 

Her eyes shifted to the souvenir bag hanging on the backrest of the seat in front of them. 
Inside were the mugs they had bought. The bag gently rocked side to side from the 
movement of the train. 

"So, Onii-chan..." 

"What is it?" 

"S0ei Mic 

She wanted to say something, but the words wouldn't come out. She muttered, "so..." 
several times, but kept getting stuck. Nevertheless, her gaze remained fixed on Sakuta. 

"If you need the bathroom, it's over by the deck," Sakuta pointed to the rear of the aisle. 

"No, not that," Kaede's cheeks pouted. 

"Then what is it?" 

"It's about photos." 

"Photos?" 

"Yeah, so... are there any photos of the other me?" After struggling, Kaede was able to at 
last articulate her words. 

"There are none. She wasn't good with cameras." 

Kaede was uncomfortable being looked at, and moreover, she was adverse to 
smartphones in general. 

"I see. That makes sense..." 

Suddenly, Nodoka poked her head out from the seat in front. "If you want photos, I have 
some." 

"Why do you have them, Toyohama..." Sakuta was taken aback; this was news to him. 

"Hold on a sec." Ignoring Sakuta's question, Nodoka began to fidget with her phone. 
"Found it," she muttered a few seconds later. "Here you go." Nodoka extended her hand, 
showing the screen to Sakuta and Kaede. 

The location of the photo was immediately recognizable. 
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It was just in front of Minegahara high school, the school Sakuta went to. It was the 
sandy beach of Shichirigahama. 

"Is this from when we rode the Enoden?" asked Sakuta. 

"Yeah, both me and my sister were there. Though, the photo is a bit blurry and the focus 
isn't great..." Nodoka gave a self-conscious chuckle and wry smile. 

The pictures were definitely not typical photos. Nodoka had just taken a few candid 
shots of Sakuta, Kaede, and Mai. They weren't even looking at the camera or aware they 
were being photographed. 

It was the moment when a hawk had snatched an onigiri from Sakuta's hand, and the 
photos perfectly captured the sequence of events. First surprise, then him looking up at 
the bird as it flew away, then his dumbfounded expression, and finally, laughter. 

Nodoka had taken the pictures as fast as she could, so they were a bit blurry. However, 
next to Sakuta was a clear shot of Kaede, who was grabbing the hem of Sakuta's clothes. 
Her presence was small, and her expression was barely discernible, but Kaede was there. 

Kaede stared silently at the image of her other self in the photo. 

It was hard to know what she was thinking. 

It was hard to know what she was feeling. 

Then, Kaede looked up from the screen, and directly at Nodoka. "Nodoka-san, can I 
have this photo?" 

Nodoka replied as if singing a cheerful tune, "Of course!" 

"Oh, and Onii-chan..." 

"Yeah?" 

At that moment, Kaede's determined gaze was enough to convey her intent, so Sakuta 
knew what she was about to say. 

"I want to know more about the other me." 

Sakuta's response had no hesitation, "I have two years of stories, It's gonna take awhile." 

"I mean that I want you to tell me bit by bit. I want to know more." 

"Then, we'll have to ask Mai-san and Toyohama too." 

Mai, who had been silent up to now, turned back toward them. "That's a good idea. We 
can all share stories about Kaede-chan." Her eyes were filled with kindness for both 
*Kaede* and Kaede. 

"Yes. I want to hear it all." Kaede gave a resolute nod. 

"Sit properly, Nodoka. It's rude to be turned around like that." 

"O-kay." 

Nodoka returned to sitting normally after Mai's scolding, and Sakuta now saw only the 
backs of their chairs. 
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"One more thing, Onii-chan." 

"Is there something else?" 

"This is completely unrelated but... can I ask one more question?" 

"It's a special occasion, so I'll give you three." 

"Just one is fine. So... Do you think I could get a part-time job too?" Her voice seemed 
apprehensive. 

"Of course you can." 

"You think so?" 

"Even I was able to, right?" 

"But, I'm not sure if I'll be able to handle it." 

"In that case, why not try looking for a short-term job to try it out?" 

"Ok, got it." Kaede's eyes sparkled with hope. 

"Well then, let's prepare your resume when we get home." 

"Yeah, I'd like that." 


In about ten more minutes, the train would arrive at Fujisawa where Sakuta and the 
others lived. 

From there, they will walk forward. 

To tomorrow and onward. 

Stopping now and then. 

Glancing back now and then. 

Taking it one step at a time. 
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Afterword 


Please look forward to the theatrical release of "Rascal Does not Dream of Knapsack 
Kid." 
Hajime Kamoshida 
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